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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 March 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E0 This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-14 are pending and are presented for examination. A formal action on the 
merits of claims 1-14 follows. 



Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

- The priority date on page 1 line 5 of the specification is inaccurate. Please correct to 
read March 15,2000. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bertram et al. 
(U.S. 5,818,446). 

With respect to claim 1 , Bertram teaches a method comprising: 

identifying a uniform resource locator (URL) associated with at least one content 

provider and a browser [Bertram Figure 1, Col. 3 lines 29-39 and Col. 7 lines 45-64 
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- URL is identified in a browser which requests a webpage from a content provider 
over the Internet]; and 

customizing said browser by modifying at least one portion of said browser based upon 
said URL [Bertram CoL 7 lines 18-35 and lines 45-64 and Col. 10 lines 1-19 - 
Based upon the type of URL requested, i.e. a children's webpage, the browser is 
customized to provide an appearance and functionality suitable for a child]. 

With respect to claim 2, Bertram further teaches wherein said modifying comprises 
updating said browser in accordance with either a content provider criterion or a user preference 
criterion [Bertram — Col. 9 lines 46-60 - Modifying the browser to be more suitable for a 
child, adult, etc., is a user preference modification, made by the parent, designed to 
enhance the experience for that particular user, i.e. child]. 

With respect to claim 3, Bertram further teaches wherein said content provider belongs to 
a family of content providers that are categorized by a category or theme [Bertram - Col. 10 
lines 1-32 - Family of content providers share a children's category or theme], and wherein 
said modifying comprises updating said browser in accordance with one category or said theme 
[Bertram -- CoL 9 lines 51-56 and Col. 10 lines 1-32 - Browser modification customizes 
browser to a children's theme, i.e. preschool graphics, which is more suitable for children 
to use]. 
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5. Claims 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Burner et al. 
(U.S. 6,282,548). 

With respect to claim 9, Burner teaches an apparatus comprising: 
a browser server adapted to modify a browser with browser modification information 
created by said browser server [Burner — Col. 5 lines 41-62, Col. 7 lines 42-62 and Col. 8 lines 
5-7 - Database server gathers metadata information used to modify browser of client by 
adding button bar to browser containing the metadata information, i.e. links, 
advertisements, etc.]. 

With respect to claim 10, Burner further teaches wherein said browser modification 
information is adapted to change the appearance or functionality of the browser [Burner - Col. 
7 lines 59-62 and Col. 8 lines 5-7 - Appearance and functionality of browser is changed as 
button bar is added to browser]. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Burner further teaches a client module in communication with 
said server and said browser, said client module being adapted to change the appearance or 
functionality of said browser with said browser modification information [Burner -- Col. 6 lines 
43-58, Col. 7 lines 42-62 and Col. 8 lines 5-7 - Software executing on client, i.e. client 
module, is responsible for requesting and processing metadata which will be added to the 
browser to change the appearance and functionality of the Internet experience]. 
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With respect to claim 12, Burner further teaches wherein said browser modification 
information comprises either a dynamic toolbar, a dynamic browser skin or a dynamic browser 
user interface [Burner — Figure 4, Col. 7 lines 42-62, Col. 8 lines 5-7 and Col. 8 lines 65-67 - 
Col. 9 lines 1-9 - Button bar, i.e. dynamic toolbar, contains metadata content which 
changes based upon the particular site, i.e. URL, which is being visited]. 

With respect to claim 13, Burner further teaches wherein said browser modification 
information comprises at least one of a dynamic navigation tool, a dynamic browser function 
button, a dynamic site bookmark, a dynamic rotating icon, a dynamic mouse icon, a dynamic 
hotkey, a dynamically shaped browser, and dynamically branded information [Burner Col. 7 
lines 42-58, Col. 9 lines 28-40, Col. 11 lines 18-34 and Col. 12 lines 57-67 - Col. 13 lines 1-11 
- Browser modification includes both a dynamic navigation tool, i.e.. links which change 
based upon site visited and past usage history, and dynamically branded information, i.e. 
paid link advertisements which change based upon site visited]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bertram et al. 
(U.S. 5,818,446), as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Berger et al (US 2002/0062325). 

Regarding claim 4, Bertram teaches the invention substantially as claimed, as 
aforementioned in claim 1 above, including sending a request based upon said URL to a server 
which is in communication with said browser [Bertram — Col. 3 lines 27-48 and Col. 7 lines 
36-64 - URL, entered through client browser, is used to request and access server 
containing webpage]. 

Bertram fails to teach sending a unique identifier (UID) with the URL to a server. 
Berger, however, discloses a document transformation system which alters documents for 
transmission to users using various devices based upon preference information stored on a server 
[Berger Figures 1 and 7, Page 1 paragraph [0007] and page 4 paragraph [0076] - Unique 
ID is transmitted from device to server with URL in order to access preference information 
associated with the user by indexing a database]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to incorporate the sending of a unique ID to a server, as taught by Berger into the invention of 
Bertram, in order to provide access to information which would allow users the further enhance 
viewing experience by allowing them to customize page views. 
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8. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bertram et al 
(U.S. 5,818,446) and Berger et al. (US 2002/0062325), as applied to claims 4, 5, 6 and 7 above 
respectively, in view of Burner et al. (U.S. 6,282,548). 

Regarding claim 5, Bertram-Berger teach the invention substantially as claimed, as 
aforementioned in claim 4 above, but fails to explicitly teach a database located on server storing 
content provider data. 

Burner, however, discloses an Internet system which modifies a web browser by adding a button 
bar providing metadata information, i.e. content provider data, accessed from a database stored 
on a database server [Burner — Figure 1 and Col. 5 lines 41-60], 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to incorporate a server housing a database storing content provider data, i.e. metadata, as taught 
by Burner into the invention of Bertram-Berger, in order to provide a well known data structure 
for storing information pertaining to a web site in addition to providing more adequate and 
value-added services to a user [Burner Col. 2 lines 10-18]. 

Regarding claim 6, Bertram-Berger-Burner teach the invention substantially as claimed, 
as aforementioned in claim 5 above, including creating browser modification information based 
upon content provider data, and sending said browser modification information to said browser 
[Burner -- Col. 7 lines 42-62 and Col. 8 lines 5-7 - While fetching content from URL, 
metadata information, relating to content provider, to be displayed in button bar is 
gathered and sent to the browser to provide the browser modification]. 
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Regarding claim 7, Bertram-Berger-Burner teach the invention substantially as claimed, 
as aforementioned in claim 6 above, including: 

receiving a web page from said content provider in accordance with said URL [Bertram 
— Fig. 4B item 86, Col. 10 lines 1-32 - User requests and views webpage associated with 
URL]; and 

displaying said web page by said browser [Bertram — Col. 5 lines 18-22 and Col. 10 
lines 1-19 - Page, requested by URL, is displayed in browser] and said modifying comprises 
updating said browser using said browser modification information [Burner — Col. 7 lines 42- 
62 and Col. 8 lines 5-7 - While fetching content from URL, metadata information, relating 
to content provider, to be displayed in button bar is gathered and sent to the browser to 
provide the browser modification]. 

Regarding claim 8, Bertram-Berger-Burner teach the invention substantially as claimed, 
as aforementioned in claim 7 above, including wherein said modifying comprises branding said 
browser with commercially related browser modification information [Burner — Figure 10 and 
Col. 12 lines 57-67 - Col. 13 lines 1-11 - Browser modification comprises displaying paid 
links, i.e. commercial advertisements]. 
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9. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burner et al. 
(U.S. 6,282,548), as applied to claim 9 above, in view of Berger et al (US 2002/0062325). 

Regarding claim 14, Burner teaches the invention substantially as claimed, as 
aforementioned in claim 9 above, including a server for processing a request of a URL and 
modifying the browser based upon content provider criterion of said URL [Burner — Col, 7 
lines 14-62 and Col. 8 lines 5-7 - Content from a server, i.e. webpage, is requested via 
entering a URL into a browser. In addition to providing the requested page, the browser is 
modified to add a button bar to provide metadata content relating to the retrieved page]. 
Burner fails to teach sending a unique identifier (UID) with the URL to a server, the UID 
identifying preference information. 

Berger, however, discloses a document transformation system which alters documents for 
transmission to users using various devices based upon preference information stored on a server 
[Berger — Figures 1 and 7, Page 1 paragraph [0007] and page 4 paragraph [0076] - Unique 
ID is transmitted from device to server with URL in order to access preference information 
associated with the user by indexing a database]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to incorporate the sending of a unique ID to a server for accessing preference information 
associated with a user, as taught by Berger into the invention of Burner, in order to provide 
access to information which would allow users the further enhance viewing experience by 
allowing them to customize page views of requested web pages in their browsers. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kraemer (U.S. 6,490,602) discloses a method for providing enhanced functionality to 
a webpage by providing a shopping toolbar with site specific button routines. 

Beaumont et al. (U.S. 6,496,203) discloses a system for dynamically generating a 
graphical user interface for a browser which presents a customized toolbar based 
upon content stored in the webpage. 

- Oren et al. (US 2002/0057299) discloses a system for dynamically providing on 
demand addition of a graphic to a toolbar. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Mauro Jr. whose telephone number is 703-605-1234. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00a.m, - 4:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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